
Welcome to The Springfields Academy. We are a large special school in Calne, Wiltshire for autistic pupils 
and those with speech, language and communication needs. We are an all-through school, supporting 
learners from age 4 to 19. Our talented, multi-disciplinary team work  together to ensure all our 
pupils achieve aspirational outcomes to live a ‘safe, independent life’ beyond Springfields through 
support, understanding and enablement. Our educational approach is child-centred;  we value each 
pupil as an individual within our community. We remove barriers to learning and social interaction so that each child can
achieve their potential. Being the Headteacher of Springfields is a privilege - it is an innovative and inspirational place where
both children and staff can learn, grow and develop. 

Autism
 

So pleased my son has a place here, they understand the

challenges autism causes with learning and socialising. Thank you.

Keeping safe and supporting pupils to reduce their
anxieties and worries is really important to us. We
pride ourselves on the strong, trusted relationships
our pupils have with staff across the academy. Time
to talk, reflect and explore emotions, worries and
concerns are embedded in every child's daily
experience. We are aware that our pupils express
themselves in different ways and need a range of    
                         strategies to communicate their worries,  
                             anxieties, wants and needs. In addition       
                               to embedded social and  emotional 
                                 intervention, pupils can share their 
                               concerns (as a  self-referral) through 
                                ‘HEARD boxes' placed around both 
                                 our sites.

[Staff] know their pupils extremely well and use this knowledge
to think carefully about each pupil’s individual curriculum. 

Ofsted, 2022

Respectful

Resilient

Reflective

We pride ourselves on our 'Therapy first' approach within our provision.
Many of our pupils require specific therapies to enable learning, and to
be able to reach their full potential. Our Therapy Team works in close
partnership with education and care staff to ensure that therapeutic
approaches are integrated within the curriculum, and embedded in all
pupil experiences.
Our curriculum benefits from integrated therapies in Speech and
Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy and Wellbeing support. In
addition to the diversity of the ‘in house’ therapy offer, pupils also
benefit from accessing the Wiltshire Local Offer, and the expertise
within the local authority and local health trusts.

Our Therapy First culture is integral to giving each individual the best
foundation for learning and development. We are proud to have our
own in-house Therapy Team and bespoke Therapy facilities, allowing
us to offer a wide range of therapeutic interventions.

Keeping Safe
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Therapy
The Springfields Academy has 250 pupils on roll,
with over 95% of these pupils having a formal
diagnosis of autism. The school continues to
research, adapt, introduce and scaffold new models
of support to meet the needs of a diverse autistic
community. 

We understand the unique impact autism has on
each individual, and we strive to accept the autistic
child and develop an understanding from their
perspective, making adjustments to meet
education, care and health needs.

Nicola Whitcombe
Headteacher

‘Pupil Voice’ provides opportunities for pupils to share
their views, feelings and learning. We enable our pupils
to communicate in the style that best suits their needs,
so that their input shapes our school community and
informs each pupil’s journey towards a safe,
independent life.
Our ‘HEARD’ framework ensures Pupil Communication
is listened to, accepted and has impact.



Discovery Curriculum

Pathfinder Curriculum

My son's teachers are amazing! All staff on
site are very friendly and helpful.

 I have seen a lot of change in my child. He's less aggressive, much happier 

and is always looking forward to go to school, unlike his previous school.

Explorer Curriculum

Adventurers - EYFS

Fantastic school. So pleased my child now attends and he

absolutely loves going to school which is a big step forward!

Our skilled practitioners provide a
flexible and responsive curriculum that
meets the very individual needs of each
pupil. The Discovery Curriculum is a
‘semi-formal’ curriculum for learners
who are at the very early stages of
learning and development, and for those
who will work consistently below the
National Curriculum, with aspiration to
work towards end of Key Stage 1
expectations. 

Our Discovery Curriculum is designed
for pupils with autism, communication
and learning needs, and prepares them
for the Discovery Pathfinder Curriculum. 

Our Explorer Curriculum is a knowledge-rich curriculum where pupils
are given the opportunity to revisit and overlearn key concepts
throughout their curriculum journey. Our Personal Development
Curriculum thread places emphasis on life skills, to enable each
individual to thrive building a ‘safe, independent life’.

Explorer learners are able to access the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
curriculum; some may access aspects of the Key Stage 3 curriculum in
areas of special interest.

reception@springfieldsacademy.org

01249 814125

www.springfields.wilts.sch.uk

By creating a curriculum that is accessible, engaging and effective, we ensure a
positive start to Springfields life for our youngest learners, building strong
foundations and providing the stepping-stones needed for our children to lead
safe, independent lives.
At Springfields Academy, the children are at the forefront of everything we do. In
the Early Years Foundation Stage, we endeavour to provide the children with an
excellent learning experience, where all children are able to flourish, grow and
progress to the best of their abilities. We take a holistic approach, embracing the
children’s interests and ensuring that sensory needs are met through the learning
opportunities provided.

We believe that the children's EYFS experience should be happy, active, exciting,
fun and secure - and support their development, care and learning needs.

The Pathfinder Curriculum allows pupils to apply
knowledge and skills obtained from the Explorer
Curriculum in a functional way, leading towards
accreditation at their level of academic
challenge. Pupils continue to experience a
curriculum that prioritises personal
development, including life skills, preparation for
adulthood (including careers and post school
planning), PSHE and social skills. Time is spent to
ensure each individual can transfer the
knowledge and skills learnt functionally into their
community and post school setting. 

Pathfinder learners achieve at Entry Level at the
end of Key Stage 4. Some aspire to achieve Level
1 Functional Skills . There are occasions where
learners achieve Level 2 qualifications, such as a
GCSE in a subject of special talent or interest.

Our Discovery Curriculum, designed for learners  aged 5-13 years, is
unique to each individual pupil. 
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